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the campaign in the north a wave of republican
patriotism spread downwards through Italy. There
was a revolution in Genoa, a second in Leghorn, a
third in Florence where the progress of patriotic
democracy was so triumphant as to oblige the Grand
Duke of Tuscany to flee from his dominions. In these
circumstances it is not wonderful that the City of
Rome should have formally repudiated the sovereignty
of the Pope. It was heartily sick of the mixture
of incompetence, cruelty, and superstition which
had so long been offered it in lieu of a government.
It saw, or rather the guiding spirits of the movement
saw, that there was a radical incompatibility between
Italian patriotism and Papal rule. But it was one
thing to escape from Papal bondage and another to
construct a substantial polity in its place. A
Parliament elected by universal suffrage met. on Feb-
ruary 5, 1849. Mamiani argued that the future of
the Roman State should be determined by a Con-
stituent Assembly summoned to decide upon the fate
of all Italy ; but this view, since it involved delay, was
overborne by the impatient clamour of the democrats,
and amidst a scene of wild excitement it was decided
that a Roman Republic should be forthwith pro-
claimed.

A few weeks went by, and then began the most
memorable struggle in the annals of modern Italy.
The republican movement in Tuscany, never widely
popular, had been crushed, before it had time to
establish itself, by the combined opposition of the
priests and the peasantry. Piedmont had stamped
out the revolution in Genoa, and was herself utterly
beaten on the field of Novara; and there remained
only Venice and Rome to stem the rising tide of re-